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highest wisdom told him that, in spite of all his
personal feelings, Duty must be obeyed. Many were
the arguments he used, and the words in which he
clothed them have come down to us through the
ages to prove again and again the help, comfort, and
inspiration of all who are faced with the great choice
of life, that between Inclination and Duty. At the
end of his discourse, Arjun bowed his head in consent
and took his place in the forefront of the battle which
was now impending.

Duryodhan had appointed as his commander-in-
chief the aged and experienced warrior Bhisma,
who was his father's brother, and in the first engage-
ment of the war he routed the Pandav forces with
great slaughter. All day long his mighty bow re-
sounded, for he was a leader who really led in the
battle, and when darkness fell the five tall sons of
Pandu went to their tents with their hearts filled with
sorrow and dismay.

Next morning, however, Arjun and Krishna
made a desperate effort to turn the tide of defeat.
During this second day the dauntless archer was able
to assert himself so manfully that a panic seized the
chiefs of the opposing army, so that none of them
dared to approach him. This roused the bitter
anger of Duryodhan, who charged the leaders of his
forces with secretly favouring the cause of the foe,
and threatened to replace Bhisma by Kama. The
aged general looked at the angry prince with a stern
glance in his eye. " Your cause is unjust, Duryo-
dhan," he said, " and the gods will not fight for you.